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The Opportunity and Disadvantage

Project

ARC Discovery Grant bringing together researchers
from the ‘Ageing Well’, ‘Future Generation’ and
‘Spatially Integrated Social Science’ ARC Research
Networks

To produce databases of household characteristics at
the small area level and make mapped data available
online

To better understand:

How well-being varies and is influenced by where
people live

The well-being of particular sub-groups in the
population (particularly children and the aged) by
small area



Policy Implications

Provide policy makers with:

Quantitative evidence and analysis of spatial
distribution of disadvantage and advantage

Enhanced evidence base for needs based
planning and program evaluation

Basis for enhanced targeting of services to
areas where they are most needed

|dentification of high risk localities to facilitate

the development of place-based policy and
services



Presentation Outline

Conceptual underpinnings for measuring the
well-being of older people

Plans for mapping data

Examples of analysis
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Domains and indicators of older people’s well-being at small aa level
(economic characteristics, health and physical capacities, social
participation, and spatial and environmental characteristics)




Example indicators —
Economic (all by age and sex)

Household income

Household income by household composition
Labour force status

Labour force status by income

Tenure type

Industry of employment

Occupation

Poverty rates (microsimulated data)

Poverty rates by household type (microsimulated data)



Social participation (all by age and sex)

Volunteering for organisation/group
Unpaid child care

Unpaid domestic work

Motor vehicle in dwelling

Internet connection

Highest education completed






Examples of analysis

Old, single and poor

Frontiers of poverty analysis
Spatial microsimulation
— Allows small area poverty rates to be estimated

Application to a policy change estimated using static
microsimulation model

— Effect of the policy change to poverty rates in small areas



What are the poverty rates for older people living alone?



Which areas benefit most from increasing
the single age pension to 66% of couple?



Examples of analysis

Geography of advantage and disadvantage for older
Australians

Two groups (the most vs the least disadvantaged)

relative economic advantage (top two quintiles of equivalised
national household disposable income, paying no rent or
mortgage, and relying mainly on private household income)

deep economic disadvantage (bottom income quintile, paying
private rent, and relying mainly on government income benefits)



Preliminary estimates of the distribution of
55+ deeply economically disadvantaged



Preliminary estimates of the distribution of
55+ relatively economically advantaged
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